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885 the Right Hotourable pron and Elizabeth Dew vers 
; Countoſſes of Rocheſter. ' rays 


AR, Be no ble, * 

* Our 5, or elſe, camel ae of thi 

port than I m y ſel If do ;, for 3 15 r great hurry ghd 4 
Lier that I was in in 75 the loſs 0 of fuch % Patron as. my 1 1 a 


ſufficiently conſcious unfit I am to a appear in oe, 2 
In ſuch a n. yr ' greae $ubji tichl 

9 . me co tije Pulpiry is Br ras he BY 

5 Preſs. Aud therefore I hope, whatever ufc ge the flew: ng * 0% 


r meet with enz. I:ſnall aways ind f. beiter in your ww, | 


Favours: and the rather, becauſe you can, both of you, largely at y at 
dhe truth of moſt: P of the remarkable Occurrences: thas Ft 178 


e during hit  LordfſhipsPenitintidl avi. I bin 
more, but wiſh Jou may never 5 — vodneſi of Almighty | 


 wha(chroigh Fhy whoſe n br | 
vidences to Tay loch: that ou a live under D 2 


. reftion —— F the conſtant pray 
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1 . unto you; that ei be in beaten over m Si 
" er 228 more a 3 22 the 
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5 7 ; 1 Seat Man, and Tone er ee 
| gether with the wonders of the Diyige. ER in 
F: W as great 2 Penitent : — the — occaſion affords 
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Dido The nul enough ==. 
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oper a judge, either of the 2 or the ther. Only as Sd has 


en plealac co make me à long while à fad Spectütdt and a 
ret Mourner for his Sins; ſo has he at luſt graciouſly heard 
e prayers of his neareſt Relations, and true Friends, for his 
verſion and Repentanet: and tis the 'ggot tidings of chat 


becially, what God has done for his Sci, chat Lam now to 


biſh and tell abroad to the world, not omiy by the obligations of 
ine Office, in which T had the honour to bea weak Miniſter 
it, but by his own expreſs and dying Commands 
Now altho, to deſeribe this worthily, Would require a Wit 
wal to that! with which he lived, and a Devotion too, equal 
that with Which he died, and to match either will be a 
y hard task; yet beſides that T am not ſtufficient for theſe 
ings, (for who is?) and that my thoughts have been rather 
nyately" buſted to ſecure n real repentance to himſelf, whilſt 
ing, than to publiſh ix abroad to others iti artificial dreſs after 
bis dead; I ſay, beſides all this, I think I fhiall have leſs need 
call in the ids of ſecular Eloquente: THe" proper habit of 
pentance is not fine LE,], or any delicate Array, Much as 


uſed in che Court, or Rings Houſes, bur Saek · cloth and 


ſhes': And rhe way which God Almighty rates to convey it, 
wt by, the wordt of Min "wiſtlom, but by the plainneſs of his 


fitten Word; affiſted by the inward power and demonſtration* 


the Spirit; and the effects it works, and hy which ir diſcovers 
eit, ate ut kay captues of wit and/ fancy, put -the moſt 
mble proſtrutions both tf ſoul and ſpirit, and the captiva-' 


g all humane imaginations to rhe 'obedience of a deſpiſed 


igior/and: a crucified Saviour, ©) 07 | 


And Leis in this array L intend to bring out this Penitent to 


u; an array which I am ſure he more valued; and deſired to 
pear in, both: to God and the World, than in all the triumphs 


Wit and Gallantry, And therefore ( waving all theſe Rheto- 


8 lourithes, ag beneath the e the occaſion, and 
of that great andſweighty 


er) J ſhall content my (of With the offie of a plain Hiſto- 


n, to relate faithfully and ws ran hat I w and heard; 
ecially during bis Peniteritjal forrows ; which if all that hear 


this day had been ſpectapors of, there would then have been 

» Phcedot a Sermon td convince men, but every man Would 
Pe been as much a Preacher to himiſelf af chis Truth, as Tam, 

theſe ſorrows : And yet even theſe” Sorrows ſhould be 

nd into Joys too; if we world "4 do what we pray for 


that 
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uth'T am now to de- 
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| fin, and ſo becoming a more. univerſa 


Was, a great Sinner. 


neceſſary to take a view of that beer! om Whic he fell; 
me leave to go back a little to yo 20 into the rock 77. hic U 


* 8 the fame Title. and Greatneſs, w 


hs will of God in be done in earth, 4s it is in en 2 00 
ſo dut Bleſſed —* ure us; 1 ſay unto 50 u that: biewi: 
ſhall be in heaven over. one ſinner hes ee &e. - From wh 
I ſhall conſiderm id Yo 1 
1. The Sinner RI FR chat 5 18 0 * bas not 
2. TheRepentance, of this Sinner, together wth the me 
the time, und alk: probable ſincerity. of it. | 
3. The joy that is in Heaven, and ſhould yg on Eaxth, fo 
the Repentance of, this 1 Ss Nan 
4. Tbe comparative grea nels and preeminence of this} joy 
on the account ot his. Example, that 12 and ſhould be for thi 
Repentance of this Sinner, more than for the conſtant and un 
torm virwouſneſsof 29900 liver; which will naturally le 
we! to MY. | 
"Fifth; and laſt TS to a Cf cial addreGorgpplicaion 
all that bear me; that they wWoul n in this j Joy, in prailf f 
and thanłſgivings to God for the —— on of this Sinner; ane 
if there be any that have been like him in their fins, char the, 
would alſo {a= ng him in their repentance, -.: F 
And 1. 1 Perſon before us, ag he: en 
man Was 1 be hefore h 
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was a ſinner, And to — —— the gr eſs of his fall, it will b 00 


was hewn, the Quality, Family, Ed lucation, and Perſonal Ac 
compliſhments of this Great man. In doug of which L think ne 
man will charge me wlth any de of cultorary Harter, 
formality ; : ſince I intend only there - = to ny greatneſs an 
unhappineſß of his folly;.in the perverting ate excellenſ 
abilities and advantages for virtue and Ty in the Re e 


alinuating,, and N 
vailin example of it. 

As tor his Family, on 2 A which he. n cen 
ded, they were ſome of the moſt famous in their generationd 
His Grandfather was;that excellent and truly Trent an Cha 
les Lord Wilmer, Viſcount Achlone.in Ireland. Henry: his, Father 
his l 
Magly is ng C HA. RLES the I. created Baron ik AA derbur 

0 


228 and by, his preſent Majeſty Earl 
wa a man of f fg nal L oyalty and 5 = be ae ſucl ; 


Ken Conduct: in Military 5 5 as became: a grrat 
t my endeavours of an dee cho ho 1 baf 


1 k 


TY 


ume, by my want of abilities to declare it worthily. aa well as 


ſe 1 by the notoriety. of theſe ſeverals; and that perſon muſt be ver 
hic 52 


gnorant of the late Tranſactions in the thret Kingdoms; and 
he misfortunes of our preſent: King, who underſtands nut the 
Nervice and value of that eminent Subject. His Mother (ot 
u ⸗hom I might ſpeak great ard worthy things, were it not that 
avoid the imputation of flattery) was the Relict of Sir Franc3- 
Henry Lee of Ditchly in the County of Oxfeard Baronet Grand : 
other to the preſent Right Honourable Earl of Litchfield, and 


ide Daughter of that Generous and Honourable Gentleman Sir 
r Why Se. Fobns of Lyddiard in the County of Wiles Baronet w hoſe 


amily was ſo remarkable for loyalty, that ſeveral of his Sons 
exillingly offer'd themſelves in the Day of Battel, and died for 
and whilſt the memory of the Engliſp or Iriſp Rebellion 
on Bits; that Family cannot want a due veneration in the minds 
Praiſſf any perſon, that loves either God or the King, 
5 An As for his Education, it was in Wadham College in Oxford, 
thehnder the care of that wiſe and excellent Governour Dr. Blan- 
che late Right Reverend: Biſhop of Worceſter; there it was 
ain he laid a good foundation of learning — h he 
Mterwards built upon that foundation hay and ſtubble. There 
W firlt ſuckid from the breaſts of his Mother the Univerſe 
Ne perfections of Wit, and Eloquence, and Poetry, which 
erw ard by his own corrupt ſtomaeh, or iome ill juices after, 
re turn d into poiſon to himſelf and others: which. certainly 
Y be no more a blemiſh to thoſe Illuſtrious Seminaries of Piety 
d good Learning, than a diſobedient Chid is to a wiſe and 
W'tuous Father. or the fall of Man to the excellency of Paradi 
clien tis Quality I ſhall take no notice of, there being ſo much 

hat was excellent and extraorninary in this great Perſon, 

FJ bave no room for any thing that is common to him 

L others. Node den ii N r 
CA Withehbadfo rare and fruitful in its Invention, and with - 

ny Þ cboice and delicate in its Judgment, that there ia nothing 
going imbis.Compoſures to give a full anſwer to that queſti- 
atneſ what and where. Wit is 2 except the purity and choice of 

"Þ\t; For had ſuch excellent ſeeda but fallen upon: good 


- 
* 


c $4 up on high,to celebrate the myſteries of the Divine Love, 
ſuc Palms, and Hymns, aud Spirituals ſongs ; I perſwade my 
* we might by this time have receiv d from his Pen — 
That 2nd: Idea of Divine Poetry, yon the: Goſpel, uſeful as 
tum . HSA a 3 s - th. | 


Fy pmd;\nnd inſtead of pitching upon a Beaſt or a Luſt, been: | 
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the teaching of Virtue; eſpecially: in this generation, as his pro- 


buſineſs of it, us d now it was the vow and purpoſe of his 


from chem, but rather to better, and improve them by his own 


a ſordid imitation of thoſe before him, as he will be from being 


the more fatal and 1 : forfo we 2 nay Ian 
ohliged by him not to hide, but roſhew the rocks, w 


ſierm duo affect ſomething ſingulat and paradoxical in his In 
Saints, tna tbeir'oion Souls and them that heurd them. For th 


Prophet mentions, 1/aizh 3. 9. who declare their ſ as; $540 


best, and wiring Panegyricks upon Ver; frging Pr 
5 5 E & | . nh. 
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fane Verſes have been to deſtroy ĩt. And I am confident, had 
God ſpared him à longer life, this would have been the whole 


Sickneſs: -; £5 as, ADONIS 3H? | 7 " 
His natural talent was excellent, but he hod hugely improved 
it by Learning and Induſtry, being throughly acquainted with 
all laſſick Authors, both Greek-and Latin; a thing very rare, 
if not. peculiar to him amongſt. thoſe of his quality. Which 
the uſed not, as other Poets have done, to tranſlate or ſteal 


natural fancy. And whoever reads. his Compoſures, will fnd 
all thing in them ſa peculiary Great, New, and Excellent, that 
he Will eafily pronounce, That tho he has lent to many other, 
vat he has borrowed of none; and that he has been as far from 


reachd by thoſe that follow him. 

Ni other perſonal accompliſhments in all the perfections 
a Gentleman for the Court or the Country, Whersof he w: 
non by all men to be a very great Maſter, is no part of m 
buſincls to deſcribe or underſtand : and whatever they were i 
themſelves, I am ſure they were but miſerable Comtorters u 
him, ſince they only mĩniſterd to his ſins, and made his exampl 


r r 7 nit wet Ko eos 


ich othe 
may avoid) that he was once one of the greateſt of Sinners. 

And truly none but one ſo great in parts could be ſo; as tif & 

chiefeſt of the Angels for knowledge snd power became mol 

ous.” His Sins were like his Parts, (for from them co 

rupred they ſprang, ) all of them high and extraordinary. H 


piet ies, as well as in his Writings, above the reach and though 
ot other men; taking as much pains to draw others in, and 
fervert ahe right ways. of virtue: as the Apoſtles and Primiti : 


was che heighning and amazing circumſtance of his: fins, th b 


4 he. was foGiligeins and induſtrious to recommend and propagat 


chem 5, nor likectible of old-that hated the Light, bur theſe th} © 


and: hide ir nut, that take it upon their ſhoulders, and bind it 
cem a n Sin, making Pro 


dur of moral Juſtice, from all evide 


. gre ron r  npaagry ot = OI 4. 
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Crs his Throne. 


moſt died Martyr for ir. God was pleafed fomerinies to 150 


Jnidh him wich the effects of his folly, yet rillnow'( he confe 

hey en d to mele him ineo 8 or if at any 
lucid 1 ally and madneſs, yet 

(alas) how ſhort and tranfirory were they ? all that gad 


fine he bat forme lucid intervals from his fe 
was hut uA nbring cloud, l as the early dim which vaniſpel away ; 
he ſtill rerarn'd to the fame exceſs of riot, and that with ſo muck 
the more gtecdineſs, the longer he had faſted from it, 


had made 4 covenant with Death, and wa ar an agreement with 
Hel, and juſt upon the brink of them both; , to maghifie 


che riches of his grace and mercy, was pleaſeth to ſnatch as 4 


brand out of the fre. As St. Paul, to before a hlaſphemer; a perſes 


ing er, and 5 obtain ul mercy,chae in him Chriſt Jeſus might 


long-ſuffering, for 4 pattern to them that ſhoud heres 
ee on him to everlaſting life, 1 Tim. 1. 13. 16. ſo God 
ruck him to the ground as it were by a light from heaven, and 


Het forth” 


I voice of thunder round about him. Inſomuch that now the 
ſcales fall from his eyes, as they did from St. Paufs; his ſtony : 


beart was open d, and ſtreams of tears guſhrt out, the bitter but 


wholſome tears of true Repentance. 


And that this may appears to be ſo, I think it neceſſary to 
account for theſe three t inge „ 
1. For the means of it: that it was not barely the effect oſ 


J Sickneſs, or the fear of Death; but the hand of God alſo works 
ing in them and by them manifeſtly. | 


2. For the time ot it: that though it was a Death-bed Nepen · 


tance, and therefore full of danger, and the utmoſt hazard; yet 5 
was is not impolſible to be true, nor abſolutely deſperate. 


3. For the ſincerity of it: that what was thus poſſible to be 


A ood and true, probably was ſo ; which though none bur God 
that ſees the heart, can tell certainly, yet man even alſo may 


and o1ghr to believe it; not only in 77 of Charity, 
nt tigns.0 


poſſible to be given by one in his condition. 

And fitſt for the Means or method of it. That which 
pared the way for it was a ſharp and painful Sn with 
which God was pleaſed to viſit him; the way Which ide Al- 
mighty often takes to — the wangdxing Sinner to the 
E 88 4 e ew 


—— 3 


eee r 
0 the dis t egemy of God, and caſting down Cotonets and 
Cto | | . oy $33.4 & Jy N 3; 72 on 8 
"Nay fo eonfim'd was he in Sin, that he liyed; and oftetimes 


2nd Fe even this deſperate Sinner, that one would think 


f it, Which were 
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made uſe even of this way to re 
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wiedge of God and of himſelf : I wil be, unte Ephraim s « 
Lion, _— a yong Lion unto the bouſe of Judah; even I will tear Ie 
and go away, and, none ſhall relieve him; I wil ga and return to 
my place, till they acknowledge their Fe 25 ſeek my face 4 and 
in their affliction they will ſeek me early., Hof. 5. 14, 1 
And tho to 4 fins then, M hen we can no longer 


6 % 


enjoy them, ſeems to be rather the effect of impotency and ne-. hl; 
' . cellity., than of 32 and fo, nat ſo acceptable or praiſe · wor 


thy; yet we find God Almighty uſes the one to bring about 
the other; and improves; a forced abſtinence from fin, into a 


S > ? 


ſeitl'd loathiug and a true deteſtation of it: of which I ſhall 


give two noted Inſtances. The fuſt out of the Old Teſtament, B 
in the famous caſe of Manaſſeh, 2. Chron, 3 3. ( the neareſt paralle] 


chat. can find, both to the fin, and repentance of the perſon e 


belote us,) when he did that which was evil in the ſight. of the Lord, Ie 


mare than all the Kings of Judah before him, and had. made Fudah 
H:-then whom. the Lord had e before them; yet we ſee God 
; ducehim to true Repentance, e 
for we read at the 1 1. v. of this Chapter: Wherefore the Lord 
brought upon them the Captains of the hoſt of the King of Aria 
which took, Manaſſeh among the thorns, and bond him with; fetters, 
and carried bim to Babylon ; and it follows in the next verſe, fi 
When he was in affiition he beſought the Lord hu God, and humbled 
himſelfgreatly before the God of bu fathers, and prayed unto him, and It 
be was entreated of him, and heard bs ſupplication, and brought him 


again to Jeruſalem, and unto hu Kingdom; then Manaſſeh knew that 


th: Lord wa Gad, v. 13. and the truth of his Repentance, tho 
occalioned firſt by his affliction, appeared afterwards by the fol- 
lowing reformation which he wrought ; for be took away the 
ſtr re Gads, v. 1 CREE ene | | 

| TheGrond inſtance I ſhall give of a true, tho forced repen- 
tance, is in chat well known caſe of the Prodigal ſon, which fol- 
lows. my Text in this Chapter: tho he had waſted all bi ſuſtance 
with riatous living, and was forced back to his fathers houſe only 
by extreme hunger and neceſfity, yet he was joyfully received 
by him, for bx father ran and fell on bi neck, and kiſſed bim, v. 20. 
and the fatted calf was killed for him; and when his elder bro- 
ther was angry at it, the good father juſtifies his procedure, 2. 


32. E es meet that we ſhould male merry and be glad, for this thy 


brother war dead and # alive again, was loſt and 1 found. 12 | 
Aud truly tis one good ſign, that God is now taking men fr 


1 
4 


For 


into 


(9), 


U 


te faith the Apoſtle, we are chaſtined of the Lord, that we ſhould 


for the ein of his children, (for in all their aflictien, 
th the Prophet, be wa afflicted,) ſo he doth not uſually pu- 


It, 510 enjoy their port ion in th life without diſturbance. And be- 


el Iuſe the days of darkneſs muſt be many, therefore does he ſufſer 
In ſe ner many times to die an hundred year old, that he may 
4, Ne his full fwinge of what he hath ſet his affections upon; and 
ah Rr a long and proſperous life here, without any check in his 
the Freer of wickedneſs, he lets him drop down into hell, without 


od & leaft apprehenſion of danger. So that in that ſenſe it is 
0 bell is eaſie and pleaſant. 


ſe, nation to God, and when it works a ſerious Reformation, 
led ¶ certainly miniſter to us an entrance into everlaſting reſt ; 


tand mu 


im more grateful ſhall the reſt be. 

hat ILAffickion, as it riſes not out of the duſt, but deſcends from that 

tho d, at whoſe hands we receive evil as well as good; fo nei- 
fol: Ir is it deſign'd to deject us thither; but to raiſe us up to God 


m whence it ſelf comes. The pains of the Croſa, as well that 
b which we muſt bear our ſelves, as that which our Saviour 


i not given till their laſt our; and thoſe who come in then, 


len and heat of the day; nay oftentimes to give them more, 
Je will love much to whom much # forgiven. FE: x 
tis true, there are ſuch ſtubborn nature, that like clay are 


fly in the face of their heavenly: Fat in the very inſtant 
he iz correcting them; or, it may be, like'thoſt children 
"the rod, who' promiſe wonders then, and preſently after 


forget 


the number of his children, when he his fixing upon them 
of the greateſt badges and characters of them; for there- 


be condemned with the morld ; whilſt thoſe who are reſervd 
deſtruction hereafter, do uſually in this life come into no m. 
une, nor are plagued like other men. For God, does not affiiRt any 
lingly, nor grieve the children of men: but as he is grieved hi- 


ſh wicked men both here and hereafter : and therefore, they 
all Io are to be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, God fſut- - - 


* 


*, e which the Poets ſay, when they tell us, that the deſcent i 


14 Und therefore on the contrary. we may reaſonably preſume, 
It tribulation and anguifh, when it is born with patience, and 


that the pron our ſufferings have been, the more abun- 
2 * 


e do in ſome ſenſe open the Kingdom of heaven to all be- 
ers; and to ſome, as the Penitent Thief, the hope of Para - 


lis often pleaſed to make equal to them who have born the 


r hardned by the fire of afflictions; ungracious chiſdren, 


and faith, an perfect reſignation to the will of 


moſt hazard, yet it was not wholly impoſſible to be true, 


OG CIO Ee: n <tþ1 25 ). 1643 2411-3. 1; 1 # 
forget all. Such as theſe we have deſcribed "pf 78. 344.35, 3 
37. When he ſiem chem, "then they ſought him, and they fert 
and enquired. early after God; then they remember'd that. God 1 
tbeir roc, and that the high God was their redeemer :. de vert he. 
they did but flatter him mii their mouth, and lied unto bin wi 
their tongues, for their heart was not right with him, neither a 
tinued they ſtedfaft in hu covenant. And *tis probable, this) 
been the caſe formerly of this perſon. But there was an e ide 
difference betwixt the effectts of this Sickneſs upon him, af 


many others before. He had other ſentiments of things now, ( 


old me) and ated upon quite different. principles; he was 
vext with it as it T or hinder'd bn from his finlf 
which he would have rolF4 under hu tongue all the while, 1 
long d again to be at; but he ſubmitted, patiently #0 it, accepted 
& the band of God, and was thankful, bleſſing and praiſing God ff, 
only in, but for his extremitiet. There was now no. curfangs, 
railings or reproaches to his ſervants, or thoſe about him, WIH. 
in other ſickneſſes were their uſual entertainment, but he t. 
ted them with all the meekneſs and patience in the World, be. 
ging pardonʒ frequently of the meaneſt of them but for a; hal 


word, which the extremity of his ſickneſs and the ſharpneſ n 
his pain might caſily force from him. His prayers were not 


much for eaſe or health, or a continuance in life; as for gra p 
God. So that 

think, we may not only charitably but zuſtly conclude, that In 
Sicknels was not the chief ingredient, but through the grace ii 
God an effectual means of a true, tho late repentance. in 

2. And for that I am to account in the next place, I m. 
the time of it; and to make it out to you, that tho it wall, 
Dearh-bed repentance, and therefore full of danger and the 


abſolutely deſperate. 


For ſhould God have ſaarch'd him away in the very ade 
his {ing and that, lik Tumri and Cozbi, Dathan and Abiram, 1 


( 1 ) . 


| by ſome. ſtupid Lethargy or Apoplexie, when he had no q 
wo | for reflection or repentance; in what a dreadful conditi- "| 
u had his Soul been for ever? Or it God had vouchſited him y 


hel; he did) ſome ſharplingring Sickneſs, when he might have 5 
wil leiſure to repent; yet what aſſurance was there that ſuch 15 
7 Repentance would have followed p or if it had, that it would 4 
5 e been accepted? Was it not more likely that he would . ns 
ide have cried with the Wiſe man's Sluggard, yet 4 littie ſleep, | 


- 
g * 


{a little ſlumber, till poverty, a diſmal poverty, (came ipon him. 
| Cl Bur if he had refolved a that time to break off his SRL by Res. 
is VEntance, yet alas how improper a time was that for it? Ts 
luft eaſie to be preſent and conſiſtent ro our ſelves, when we are 
» Arrounded with difquieting if not ſtupi Tune when there 
prec a neceſſary decay and dulneſs of ipirits, a fort memory, flat 


0 d low affections; and at the ſame time a more then ordina- 
„ butry and ſurcharge of worldly buſineſs; a houſe to be ſet in. | 
wider, children to be provided for intheir fortunes and educa» Ik 
- Sn ; creditors to be ſatisfied, and all this amidſt the cries and 
l, DBurnings of our neareſt relations and friends about us. And. 
balfhnainly we muſt think Repentanee a very eaſie task, if we rec. 
ich ta ordinarily, that he that is dilahled from all other chings | 
note, ſhall yet be fit to perfect and complete i. 
ra But. allowing our thoughts to be as clear or clearer in our 
thalfgeneſs than in our calmeſt and ſtrongeſt ſeaſons, (which yet I | 
ar ink no man in his wits will believe) yet after all, What ſe⸗ h 
race Brity have we that we ſhall be able to improve or employ it ta 
cue repentance ?- It may be, before we come to that, the 
| Meare of our iniquities is filłd up already, and the irrever- 3 | 
A 


wide ſentence is gone out, tho not executed againſt us: My Pa- 
the ne (ball not alas ſtrive { n N uelvy, as the LX X 
ues, th men ; Cut it down, why cumbreth it the ground ? it may be | 7 1 
* * Ie tho we do not ſce it actually wither'd ank ; | 
"Mnroy'd, L. Fa "01H * | 
my | But” poſing tit alls, that we are allow*d a farther time 
ound means for repentance ; yet alas, no ordinary means will 42 
Ive us, when we have been thus harden'd by cuſtomary ſin- 7 | 


2 ing: and I am ſure, ſhould God PEI with us by the meas 7 
re of ſtrict juſtice, he might rather take from us even that | \ 
F Which we have, then give us any extraordinary afliltances which 1 
e e ö 
be And after all this, if God ſhall glve us ſuch extraordinary affi- 

Fe Blunces, whatever allowances God map make, yer there is ſtil 


us, will bel 


: — —— 5 "> > 


no certain ſecurity or comfort to any dying death. bed Peniretir 
Charity hopeth all things,and. believeth all things, and the relaxation 
of the cenſures of the Church in Abſolution on probable ſign 
of Repentance, muſt follow rhe Judgment of Charity; yer tu 
certainty of the Sinner's Abſolution with God in heaven, de 
pends only upon the inward real ſincerity of his Repentand 
and conſequently upon the approving of it by his future co 
verlation; and therefore God Almighty, who only knows wh 
the one is at preſent, and what the other will be, can be a com 
etent judge of it. And certainly *tis enough for ſuch a Penite 
i he be ſecured ar laſt of entring into the Kingdom of heave 
tho he has very rarely, if at all, the preſent comfortable expe 
rience and aſſurance of it on a death-bed Repentance, which in 
decd is reſerv d as the reward of a conſtant; virtuous, and ho 


bfe. 7 $55 ky. 410d; tf zee 

But tho what I have faid be enough to conclude a Death-beF 
repentance infinitely hazardous, aud therefore hugely unfit fa 
any Wiſe man to depend upon; yet will it not be ſufficient i 
prove it abſolutely impoſſible. No ſober man certainly wouk 
1zard his life upon the chance of a Die, when tis a thouſan 
to one but he miſcarries 3 f venture into a crazy Cock-bout 

out of a ſound Ship, when tis but barely poſſible he may be £ 
ved and yet no wiſe man neither but will allow a poſſibiliſſ 
of being ſav d. both for the one and the other: and it is on 
e oſſibility of a Death · bed Repentance that I am nowf 

ing or. o 9108640 ie es 
And that this Poſſihility was produced into act, and ſo ret 
der d very probable alſo in the caſe of this Perſon here befon 
i be judged by the marks I am now to give you 
is Repentance ; for which I am in the neu 


the fanceriry of 
place to account. nns 
3. And *twas the power of the Divine Grace, and of that 
only, that brake through all theſe obſtacles that I have now 
mention'd; that God (ho is a God of infinite compaſſion ani 
forbearance) allow'd him leiſure and opportunity for Repen 
tance 3 that he awaken'd him from bis. Hopitul {lumber by 4 
- pungent, Sickneſs ; that he gave him ſuch a preſence of Mind 
both to provide, prudently for his worldly, affairs, and; yet not 
to de diſtracted or diverted by them from the thoughts of 
better world; that lenghtened out his day of grace, and accom: 
panied the ordinary means gf ſalvation, and the weak miniſtiſ 
N ee With fg Pagen and. overyuling powers 
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tem Spirit to his Conſcience ; which Word of God became to 
tion" ick and powerful, ſharper thaps any two-eaged ſivaru, piercing 
et Irie cf God witneſſed to hi ſpirits that now he was become one 
We the children of God. F 


Now if the Thief upon the Cron an inſtanck too much u. | 


ſed) was therefore accepted, . becauſe accompanied with all 
whaſif: a of a ſincere Convert, which his —— was ca- 
con dle of; as confeſſion of Chriſt in the midſt of the blaſphe· 
itenlles of Phariſees, and his on le vd companion, and deſertion 
m of Chriſt's Diſctples; if his repentance be therefore judged 
l becauſe he ſeems to be more concern'd-intheremembrance 
nf Chriſt's future Kingdom than his on death; if St. Paul was 
orov'd by the ſame more abundant labours which he com- 
nded in the Corinthians, ' yea what zeal ? what fear.% what vebe- 
h. bell r defire ? 2: Cor. 7, 11. I think I ſhall make it appear; that the 
it fofpentance of this Pexſon was tt rp with the like hope- 
ent i h mptoms: and I am ſo ſenſible o 
Pod and man before whom I ſpeak, who are eaſily able to 
over my tailings, That I. ſhall not deliver any thing, but 
e 12 77 2 religions ſk ist r 
e pon my firſt viſit ta him, (Ma 26. ) juſt at his return from 
= journey. out Au es he molt Gaal 
oni extraordinary reſpects upon the ſcore of mine Office, band 
2 no, bo had in more and good providence ſent me to him, who ſo 


þ needed my prayers ant counſels : acknowledging bom unworthily | 
ofore he had treated that order of men, reproaching them that they 


Sh: proud, and propheſied only for rewards; but nom he had learnt 

or oF to value them ; that he eſteem d them the ſervants of the moſt High 
e ner who; were t0 ſhew .to him the way to everlaſting life. 
Nec che fame time I found him labouring under ſtrange trouble* 
£ chal conflicts of ming, his ſpirit wounded, and his conſcience 
e now of terxors. Upon his journey he told me, he had been arguing 
n an greater vigor againſt God and Religion than ever he had done in 


pen e time before, and that he was reſolved to run em down with 


by I argument and ſpite in the world, but, like the great Convert 
linda Paul, be found it hard to kick a againſt, the pricks.. For God at 


at not time had ſo ſtruck his heart by his immediate hand; that pre- 


; of N be argued as Wen for God and Virtue, as betore he 


com done againlt it., nat God ſtrangely open d his heart, crea · 


niſtr B in his mind moſt awful and tremendous thoughts and Ideas 


yer oe Divine Majeſty, with a delighiful contemplation of the 


Divine 


bl 


that awful Preſence both 


received me,ſhew?'d 


[ 
| 
l 

1 


- — « 1 - — — won 
— . — nn, 2 2 
3 7E CRE 
4 ” 
0 
. 


dinary I have had ſome checks and warnings confiderable from with 


lively deſcription of the Sufferings of our Saviour, and tie 


feeries of the-Paſſion appeared fo clear and plain to him, as ever 


miration, wich pofleſ?d his Sou} upon the reading of G 


kis Mother and Lady to read the ſame to him frequently, . 


the pride of life, had captivated him: He was very large 1 
particular in his acknowledgments about it, more ready to 


ukiug often, Cay there be mercy and pardun for me PP 


1 WE © 
Divine Nature and Attributes, and of the lovelineſs of Religi 
and Virtue. I never ( faid he) wa advanced thu far towards lf 
pineſi in my life before, ibo upon the commiſſions f ſome ſins extra 


but ſtill ſtruggled with "em, and ſo wore them eff again. The ml 
obſervable that I remember wa thy : One day at an Aibeiſtical Mel 
ing, at 4 priſon of Qualitie t, I undertook to manage the Cauſe, a 
mas the principal Diſputans aguinſt God and Pietu, and for my th 
formances received the applauſe of the whole company; upon v hichꝗ 
mind was terribly ſtruck, and I immediately rep d thus to my fil 
Good God! that « Man, that wills upright, that ſees the wondef 
works of God, and has the uſes of b ſenſes and reaſon, jhonld" uſe th 
ta the defying of hi Creator! Bus tho thi mi 4 good beginnig; towif 
my Converfion,. to find my'Conſoience touch d for my ſins, yet it wi 
off again; nay, all my life long I bad « ſoeret value and reverence) 
an honeſt man, und lov'd Morality in othors. But I had form'd an 
Scheme of Religion to nv f61f,, which would fobve all that God or Off 
ference naight farce upon m 'yet I was not ever well reconciled to 
buſineſs of Chriftianity, nor had phat reverence'for the Goſpel of Ch 
. F ought: to have. Which eftate of mind continued, till 
534. hapter of Iſaab was read to him, (wherein thete 


nefits thereof) and ſome other portions of Scripture; by 
power and efficacy of whieh Word, aſſiſted by his Holy Spi, 
God ſo wrought upon his heart, that he declard, that the 


thing did tbur ma repreſented in a Glaß; ſò that that Joy and! 


Word to him, was remarkable to all about him; and he 
ſo much delight in his Teſtimonies, that in my abſence he beg 


* 


was unſatisfied (notwithſtanding his great pains and wen 
till he had learned eſpecially che 33 of Jaiah without book: 
Ar the ſame time, diſcourſing of his manner of life from 
youth up, and which all men knew was too too much devo.” 
— —U— and that the Iaſt of the fteſb, f the #ye; þ 


cuſe himſelf than 1 or any one elſe can be; publickly cy 
out, Q Bieſſed God, can ſuch and horrid Creature as T um be 
red by thee,” ho h dem d thy Being, and oontemm d thy' Po 


a We 
ou ſac h Huch a 1? 2ndin the Fade of his fickneſs fig, Sha the 
| Peabable joys of” 55 be confer d on me 7,0 Mighty Sawjour ! never | 


— 
- 
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Wt through thine infinite Love and SatufaBing | O never. but by the * 
„hase of; thy Blood? adding, thas with all abhorrency he did reflect up- 
17 former life; that” merely and from bu heart he did repent of 4 all 
Wir folly and madneſs which he 13 committed. _ 
add be had a true and geh ſenſe of Bod, great me rey to him in ſtrik- | 
Wy tis hard heart, and laying his Conſcience open, which hitherto was deaf .. 
a Gods calls and 29 095 ſaying, F that . who died for great as | 
el as eller finners, did not ſpeedily apply hs infinite merits to his poor e # | 
Sl, bit wound was ſuch as no man could conceive or bear, crying out, 1 
| far be was the vile Wrerch and Dog that the Sun ſprned upon, or the A 
e; © that now he ſam. his error in not living up te that Reaſon . 

eh ende him wish and mhich be. unworthily wilify d and con- Wo 
ra; ' with'd he hag be 77 a flarvi 18 Fares crawli ing itt dutch, that ge 1 
Bt benz 12 Lin boy 92 a Beggar, br for his 'whole life. time confin'd 1 8 \ 9 
ng eo: V her thaw tus 4e e Fnued againſt kis God. | 

„ refnärkable was his Faith, in 2 hearty embracing and devour on 
Fon of all the Articles of our Chriſtian Religion, and all the Divine my- 2 
of the Goſpel? ſaying, that that ad and foolifh Philoſoph 
Mich ths world lo much adh red propagate by the late Mr, Hobbs, 2 
beb#* Nad andbne hizg, and many more, of the tbe paris in she Nation; 5 
ho hour Gods rea merey to, thew, waz weer, 4: \bebeve, attain 
2 Repentance. . 
T mat not pit to mention his faithful Qfierence to and billing im- 
fentirely opon, the mercies of jeſus Chi, and the free grace of God, 
lared to repenring fi ſinners through h tym, ;, with a thankful remembrance f 
— Life, Death, and Reſurrection; be ag God to ſtreng then his faith, 
— often <rpi obt, Lord, . I hbeleve, be elpe i hon mine unbelir 4. 
| fis migh ty love and eſteem of the he oly Scriptures, bis reſolutions | to 
5 Tad hem frequent!) « 20d meditate way ow if God ſhould ſpare him, _ 
wing already taſted the good Word: for having ſpoken to his heart be 1 

, — know ledged, all the 1 ab a gh contradiſtions thereof, fan- Fr 
5 As of corrupt and reprobate judgments, were vaniſhed, aud the | 
$654 and 7251 appeared, being come, to receive ld rel in rhe 
L 9 


ook ö 
0 rextraordinarz tet bent Devorions.i in this frequent Prayers of his own, | 


oft excellent and correct; among the reſt, for the A in ſuch a man- 


n became a dutiful Sub JeQ, a truly grateful ;Seryant.; for the 1 | 

24 cd wi Narign, for Fe DN Relations, and then for all Mens ( | 

ba clifhg Frequently upon me at all 7 to . wuh him, or read the | | 
7, iptures to him 1. 80 e the.c 


| by fickneſs would heartili de. - 

N to a th 1 his in ne, ould not be. fo; pabaful and in- | 

17% whole duty as he 2005 40 he; and that cho the feſb 245 

ah, ye Fins ſpirit was willing, and dated Gad mould ar tept that. | 
His ae en af God's, grace and boly Spül to ſuſtain * , 5 


% 
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His great joy at his Ladies converſion from Popery to the Church | 
England, (being, has heterm'd it, A Faction ſupported only by Fraud ol 
Cruelty, which was by her done with deliberation and mature judgment 
the dark miſts of which have for ſome months he fore been breaking awz 
but now cleared, by her receiving the bleſſed Sacrament , with, her dyig 
Husband, at the receiving of which no man could expreſs more joy 
devotion than he did; and having handled the word of life, and ſeen 8 
ſalvation of God, in the preparation of his mind, he was now ready 
J // ni 4.3; lr 
His hearty concern for the pious Education of his Children, wiſhing tua 
bis Son might never be a Wit, that is, (as he himlel explain'd it,) 
"of thoſe wretched Creatures, wh pride themſelves in abuſing God and g; 
ligion, denying his Being, or his Providence, but that he might becomes 
Honeſt and Religious man, which could only be the ſupport and bleſſing 
his Family; complaining what a uigious and naughty world they. 
brought into, and that no Fortunes or Honours were comparable to the Ly 
and Fazvoxr of God to them, in whoſe Name he bleſſed them, pray d 9 
dem, and committed them to his Protection. 
- His ſtrict charge to thoſe perſons, in whoſe cuſtody his Papers were, ir 
burn all his profane ana lewd Writtings, as being only fit to promote Hill 
and Immortality, by which he hat ſo 47 onde God, and ſhamed, 
blaſphemed that Holy Religion into which he had hein Baptix 4; and oi 
his obſcene and filthy Pictures, 'which wee PAR ſcandalow. | 

His readigeſs to make reſtitution to the utniplk of his pover ro, all pet 
ſons who he hag Tnjur'd ; and tor thoſe whom he coyld not make a'con 
penſation to, he prayed for Gods, and their pardons; His remarkable j 
itice in taking all poſſible care for the payement of his debrs, which, d 


fore, he confeſſed he had nor fo fairly and cfſeAually done. 90 
His readineſs to forgive all dre! done again him, ſome more pact 
cularly mention d, which were great and provoking; nay angexing iber 

all the affurarice bf a future friendfhip, and tobing he Thould be as fre 
— forgiven at tlie hand of Gd. een 


* M* -—- = 
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| How tender and concern d was he for his Servabts about bim in his oh 
tremities, (mamfeſted by the beneficence of his Will to them,] picoyinſhi 
their troubles in watching with him, and attending him, treating the ; 


tio 


with candor and kindneſs, as if they had been his intimate? 
How hearty vere his endeayours*to be "ſerviceable to thoſe 9 


— — 23 ——— D — — 


w 
* 
* 
* 


229 borting them to the fear and love of God, and to ale a. good uſe of his 1 
earunce and long- fu fering to ſinners, whichſhould lead them to epi- || 
ite. And Here I muft not paſs by his pious and moſt paſſionate exela- 


cryination to 4 Gentleman of ſome character, who came to viſit him upo his 
eath bed? O Remember that you contemn God no more, He is an au,, 

d be hg God, and will viſit you for your fins ; will in mercy, I hope, touch your 

1 ſufonſcience ſooner br later as he has done mine; Mu ang I have been Friends * | 
i, mers together 4 great while, therefore I am the more free with 1 

Faß; We have'been all miſtaken in our conceits and opinions; our perſua- 8 
4 r and grounuleſi, therefore God grant yon repentauce. 1 
reh ad feing hic the next day again, he ſaid to him, Perhaps you were diſ. -4 
ud e by wy pluinneſi to you yeſterday ; 1 ſpake the words of truth and © - i 
ment Wernz/5 te vou, and ( ſtriking His hand upon his breſt) aid, 7 hope Go 93 
avi touch your heart 0 „ 3 
dying Likewife his Commands to me, 0 preach abroad, and to let all men "0 
oy gw if they knew it not already,) how ſeverely God had diſciplin'd him "1 
en i bis ſins by aſſticting hand; that his ſufferings were moſt juſt, tho he ö 


ua laid ten thouſand times more upon him; how he had laid one ſtripe up- 
another becauſe of his grievous provocations, till he had brougbt him 
Wine to himſelf , that in his former viſitations he had not that bleſſed 
t.) Met he was now ſenſible of. He had formerly ſome looſe thoughts and flight” 
Ref olurions of reforming, and deſign's to be better, brcauſteven the preſent 

ſequences of ſin were ſtill perflering him, and were ſo troubleſome and 
wnvenient te him; but ehat nom he had other ſentiments of things, and 
red upon other principlmmmmmme. T 4 
His willingneſs to dye, if it pleaſed God, wfigning” himſelf always to 1 
d Divine diſpoſal ; but if God ſponla ſpare him pet @ longer rime here, 
P bped to bring glory to the name of God in the whole. courſe of his life, ana 
ticularly by his endeavours to convince others, and to aſſure them of 
danger of their condition, if they continued 1mpenitent; and hom gra- 

ſly God had dealt with hum. OL e Oe FDOUIY 28 . 
is great ſenſe of his obligations to thoſe Excellent men, the Righe Re- 2 

Fend my Lord Biſhop of Oxford, and Dr. Marſpal, for their charicable - 

. at Viſits to him, and Prayers with him; and Dr. Burnet, who 
ve on purpoſe from London to ſee him, who were all very ſerviceable 


ble I his Repentance. ; | | 
ch, MF His extraordinary duty and reverenee to his Mother, with all the grate- 
0 reſpeRts to her imaginable, and kindneſs to his good Lady, beyond ex- 
6 pactMeſſion,/ (which may well enhance ſuch a lots to them,) and to his Chil- 


deren, obliging them with all che endearments that 2 good Husband or a 
is fretader Father could beſtow, wml”. een 0 = 
ko conclude theſe Remarks, I ſhall only read to you his dying Remon- 

) his Mate, ſufficiently atteſted and fign'd by his own band, as his trueſt ſenſe, * 
pict)10@hich/[\/bope may by uſeful for that good end he defign'd it,) in maa- 


Jac big, 
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Pr. beneft of all,thoſe whom 1 may have drawn into fin by my @: 
ample and;encouragement, I leave to the world this my laft Declare: 
1 | . tian, which 1 deliver in the preſence of the great God, who knows the (er 
HD - | crets of all hearts, and before whom 1 am nom appearing to bejuaged. 
| | E-+ That from the bottom of my ſont 1 deteſt and ab bor the whals counſe g 
my former. wicked life; that I think I cen never ſufficiently admire the 
j © goodng fs. of God, who has given me a rue ewe 1 


| my perniciow Opivioul 
\ and wile Practices, by. which I have hitherto livcd 77050 Hege, ani 
Vvitcbont God in the world; have been an Open Enemy te eis 72 ein . 
re utmoſt deſpite to the huly Spirit ef Grace. And that the greateſt teſti: 
imm ef my Charity to ſuch is, te warn em in the Name of God, aud 
they regard the wg/fare of their Immortal Souls, us more to. deny his Be 
ing, ar his Providence, or. deſpiſe his Goodneſi ; no more ts make d moi 
of Sin, vr contemn.the pure and excellent Religion ever Bleſſed: Redecmer, 
r hr whoſe Merits alone, I one of the Greateſt of Sinners, aa, yet habt 

for Mercy and Forgiveneſs. Amen. TRIES 


Decalred and Sign'd in the preſence of 3 | A x ol 
ANNE ROCHESTER © © J. RoCHESTER. 
ROBERT PARSONS, Jun. 1g. 1680. Nerd 1 


And now I cannot but mention with joy and admiration: that ſtedd 
temper of mind, which he enjoy d though the whole courſe of his Sickneli 
and Repentance; which muſt proceed, not from a hurry and perturbation” 
of mind or body, ariſing from the tear of Death, or dread of Hell only, buf 
from and ingenuous love to God, and an uniform regard to Virtue, (ſuita 
ble to that ſolemn declaration of his, I would not commit the leaſt fin t 
gaia a Kingdom, ) with all poſſible ſymptoms of a laſting perſeverance ii 
it, if God ſhould have reſtored him. To which may be added his comfſor 
table perſuaſions of God's accepting him to his mercy, ſaying three or four 
days before his death, Ih, die, But Oh, what unſpeakabie glories del 
ſee! what joys, beyond thought or expreſſion, am 1 ſenſeble.of ! Lam aſi 
red of Gods mere to me through Jeſus C hriſt. Oh how I long te die, ans 
to be with my Saviour ! 0% h 3a) 
The time of his Sickneſs and Repentanee was juſt nine weaks; in all 
which time be was ſo much maſter of his reaſon, and had ſo clear and un · 
derſtanding, ( ſaving 30 hours, about the middle of it, in which he wi 
deſirous,) that he never dictated or ſpoke more compoſed in his liſe: and" 
therefore if any ſhall continue to ſay, his Piety was the effet of 'madudi 
ot yapours;. let me tell them, tis highly diſingenuous, and that the aſſet· - 
tion is as filly as it is wicked, And moteoyer that the force of what I hav 
delivered may not. be evaded by wicked men, who are reſolv d to (harden 
their hearts, maugre all Convictiom, by ſaying, Thus tung mas dune in 
e orner; Lappeal, for the truth thereof, to all forts of perſons who in con- 
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Peerable unde viſited and (rg) and m more ardevlatiy to thoſs 
uy ex · Ininent Phyſicians who wert near bim, and coriverſant with bim in the 
clarg- Mole eourſe of his tedious ſickneſs ; and who, if any, are een jud- 
be (e- Jes of a Phrenſy or deliriwy;.. dat 
4. There are many more excellent things in my: abſence: which have ooca- 
are H nally dropt from his mouth, that will not come within the narrow com- 
re the ſus of a Sermon; theſe; 1 hope, will ſufficiently prove what produce 
iniont em for. And if any ſhall be ftill unſatisfied herein in this hard-hearted 
„ ani aeration, it matters not, let them at their coſt be Unbelievers fill, ſo 
bing as this Excellent Penitent enjoys the comfort of his Repenrance. And 
teſti. os from all theſe admirable ſings we have great reaſon to believe comfor- 
rn ably, that his Repentance was Real, and his End happy; and accordingly 
ig He. Rhitate the neighbours ands Coſens of Elizabeth, (Luke 1. 58. ) who, when 
mori herd bow the Lord had ſhewed great mercy upon her, came ard re- 
emen, herd with her. . 
8 bapeſſ For ſo-we mult learn, like the Ambaſſadors to ſome new prince, to turn 
r condolances into congratulations, in conformity to an heavenly ex- 
pple ; For there is joy in heaven over one ſinner that repents: 
A joy to God the Father, who has ſolemnly ſworn, that he delights not 
the dent h of a finner, but ratber that he ſhould repent and live; who 
ld have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth, 
2. A joy to God the Son, that good Shepherd, mention'd in the verſe 
fore my Text, who left the ninety and nine juſt -perſons in the wilder- 
fr, and went after that which was loft, till he had found it, and when 
r found it, he laid it on his ſhoulders rejoycing ; and when he cometh 
he calls together his friends and his neighbours (on heaven and ear h, 
ing unto them, Rejoyce with me, for I have found my ſheep whic was loſt, 
3. A Joy to God the Holy Ghoſt, after he had been fo often grievd, is 
ſpitefully treated, and ſo long reſiſtea. 
- And 4. a joy to the whole Court of Heaven in the preſence of the "OY 
wels, v. 10. thoſe miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter to thoſe who 
al be heirs of ſalvation ; to ſee that now at laſt heir labour is not in 
uin in the Lord, but that there is one more Subject gained to the obedi- 
Pee of their and our common Lord, deliver d from the r + and 72 
Picted to fill up the | Vacancy ot Apoſtate Spirits. a 
And as our FUNIT UL, our proper or natural Citizenſhip or con- 
«ſation # in heaven; ſo Gould our joys too be conformable ro thoſe 
Four fellow-citizens, And therefore after the Relations and Friends of 
d great Perſon have paid their natural tribute of teais to ſo near a Re- 
tion, they ſhould then turn their ſorrows into joys, by the comfortable. 
ideration of his being a Penitent upon earth, and a Saint in heaven, 
Thus his dear Mother (ſhould rejoyce, thac the Son of her love and of 
r fears, as well as of her bowels, is now born again into a better world ; 
zopted by (his heavenly Father, and gone before her to take poſſeſſion af 
fi ctetnal inheritatice. 
con- 2. His truly toying Confore ſhould ws thar God has been Io gra- 
ders] | cious 
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| cious to them both as at the ſame time to give him a ſight of his errors 
point of Practice, and her ſelf ( not altogether without his means and off 
deavours) a fight of hers in point of Faith. And truly, conſidering 


ns well as His. 535 


whole life paſt, And we ſee St. Paul laboured more abundantly than all tl 
Apoſtles in rhe planting of the Church, becauſe he had raged moſt for 
dull. before in the deitrution of it; and our Saviour himſelf tells us;t 
do whom much is given they will love much, but to whom little is forgin 
hey will love little; and we know, a Commander will love a Soldier mo 
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then him, vho never had that taint upon him, but yet never atchieved an 
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great prejudicies and dangers of the Roman Religion, I chinł I may a 
that there is joy in heaven, and ſhould be on earth, for Her:converliof 
noh d 4 16013 111267 370195 
3. His Noble and moſt hopeful Iſſue ſhould rejoyce, as their years x 
eapable; not that a dear and loving Father has left them, but that fin 
he muſt leave them: he has left the example of a Penitent andi not of 
Sinner ; the Bleſſing of a Saint, in recommending them to an All ſufficie 
Father, and not entailing on them the fatal Curſe that attends the Poſter 
of the wicked and impenitent. e 1611; 
4+ All good men ſhould rejoice, to ſee the triumphs of the Croſs in the 
latter days, and rhe words of Divine Wiſdom and Power. And bad m 
certainly, when ever they conſider it, are moſt of all concern'd to joy: 
rejoyce in it, as a condemn'd Malefactor is, to hear that a fellow crimit 
has got bis Pardon, and that he may do fo too, if he ſpeedily ſue for it, 
And this joy of all will {till be the greater, if we compare it with the] 
there is in the cale of Juſt perſons, that need no Repentance, vix. th 
need not ſuch a ſolemn extraordinary Repentance, or the whole change 
heart and mind, as great Sinners do: and of this my Text pronoun 
that there is greater joy in keaven over one ſuch ſinner that truly repem 
eth, than there u over ninety and nine juſt perſons that need not ſuch 
vepentanee, And the reaſon we may conceive to be this; chat-fance all | 
ariſes from Admiration and Surprize, as from ſomething that is new a 
unexpected; accordingly the joy that proceeds from the repentance a 
new life of a notorions Sinner, muſt needs be greater then that which ril 
from the conſtant, piety of a good man, which we have ſeen every day; 
a reſurrection from the dead is more remarkable then our firſt life. Beſide 
char ſuch a Penirent's farmer failings, are ordinarily the occaſion of 
greater and more active piety afterwards ; as our Convert earneſtly wiſh! 
That God would be pleaſed to (pare him but one year more, that in that| 
' night honour his Name proportionably to the diſhonour done to God in| 


. 


that redeems his former cowardiſe, by doing ſome brave and daring actio 


thing remarkable. A Husbandman more rejoyces at the improvement 
briars and thorns into an excellent crop, from which once he had bur litt 
expectation, than for ſuch a ſoil as was remarkable neither for the one ol 
rhe other. Tis certainly the more ſafe, indeed the only ſafe way. 0 be col 


Fantly virtuoue, and he that is wiſe indeed, i. e. wiſe into ſaluation, vill e 


_ „ | | 
d whole work of beginning ane, but will, draw out the ſame thred through 
ſi whole life, and not let the Sun go down upon any of his fins 3 but then 


ore effectual, to produce a fervent and a fruitful piety z belides the grea · 
r glory to God in the influence of the example. Which may probably be 
further reaſon of the exceſſive joy of Angels at the Cohverſion of ſuch 2 
er; becauſe they, who are better acquainted with hümane nature than 
e and knowing it apt, like the Phariſees, to demand a Sign from hea- 
for the reformat ion of corrupted cuſtoms; they diſcern too, that ſuch 
eſperaro Spiritual recoveries, will ſeem ſo many Openings of the Heavens 


olteriff the deſcent. of the holy Dove, viſibly to the Standers byy and according- 
ul have the great influence upon them, And tis this in the laſt place, 
3 "Flat I am to recommend to all that hear me this day. | 

ad mt 


| And having 2hus diſcharg'd the office of an Hiſtorian, in a faithful repre- 
Joy ation ot the Repentance and Converſion of this great Sinner; give me 
o to beſpeak you as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and in his name ear- 


or 1. y ber ſwade you to be reconcil d to him, and to follow this Illuſtrious 
the + (on, not in his Sins any more, but in his Sorrows for them, and his for- 
T. ing them, I hope better things of you, my Brethren, then to think that 
ange that now hear me, ha ve need of ſuch a repentance, tho all have need 
ound me, and the beſt are moſt ſenſible of it. But if there be any in this place, 
epa - Ewhere, who have been drawn into a complacency or practice of any 
ſuch of fin from his example, let thoſe eſpecially be perſwaded to break of 
; " n by repentance, by the ſame example; that as he has been for the 
16e ö 


o he may be now for the riſing again of many in 1ſracl. God knows 
are too many that are wiſe enough to diſcern and follow the exam- 
s of evil, but to do gooe from thoſe examples they have no power; 


crookedneſs, Ariſtotle in his ſtammering, and Alexander the Great 
| the bending of his neck, and the ſhrilveſs of his voice, but either 
ld not, or would not, imitate them in any of their perfections; 
like to thoſe bad ſtomachs, that delight in dirt and charcoal, but nau- 
ate ſayory and wholſome food, Such as theſe I would beſeech, in their 


hoſe. things whereof you are now aſhamed, for the end of theſe things 1 


ple, reſolving however to enjoy the good things that are preſent ; #0 fir 
emſelves with coſtly wines, aud to let no part of pleaſure paſi by them 
rated, ſuppoling with the Goſpel rich man, that when one comes to them 
m the dead, when Sicknefs or old Age approches, that then t hey wil re- 
Wnt ; ler ſuch as theſe conſider the dreadful hazard they run by ſuch per- 
cious counſels. It may be (and it is but juſt with Gad it ſhould be) that 
hilt they are making proviſſons for the 775 to fulfil the luſts thereof, and 
Crying to their ſouls, Soul thou haſt much goods laid up for many years, 


t1::07 tale i hine eaſe, eat, drink, and he merry; perhaps juſt het at 
ame rimethe hand of God may be vriting upon the walls of their ha- 
Fr 0000 


e other Repentance is the more remarkable, and, where it is real, the 


thoſe abſurd flatterers we read of, who could imitate Plato in 


vler ſeaſons, to ask themſelves that queſtion, What fruit had you in 


1b? And if any incorage themſelves in their wickedneſs from this ex- 
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aul their lives, and laugh'd at the pretended cheats of Religion and i 


in bu mouth was ſweet as honey, but as ſoon as he bad eaten it, hu be 


duly confiders this, will think it berrer ro ſecurt his falvatiotr, my 
 prelevt true corh(forts, by preferring His\innocehcy; or all ee 70 
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vititions that fatal ſentence; 100 fool, this night Bull 155 b N 
of thee, and then whoſe ſBull all thoſe things be, which thou haſt pro viii 
And what ſad reſlections muſt ſuch'a one needs make upon 890 own fol 
when he ſees that all that mirth and eaſe, which he has promiſed himſ 
for ſo many years, muſt be at an end in very few hours? and not only 
but that mirth rurn'd into howlings, and that eaſe into a bed of flat 
when the ſoul maſt be rorn away on a ſudden from the things it loved, u 
go where ir will hate to live; and yet cannot die. Aud were it not betterſ 
us to embrace cordially the hing which belong to our everlaſting peat 
before they are hid from our eyes? Were it not better for ũs all to'be vi 
petimes by preventing ſuch a danger, then to open our eyes, as the u 
happy rich man did, when we are in the place of torment ? 
Be perſwaded then with humble, pemtent, and obedient hearts to go d 
of your finful ſelves, and meet the Bleſſed Feſws, who is now on the w2 
and comes to us in the perſon and i in the bowels of a Saviqur, woing us 
d Kecept thoſe eaſie conditions of pardon and peace offer d in his holy'Goſpe 
rather then ro ſtay till he become our Adverſary aud our Judge tod, whe 
he will deliver we over to the tormentors, till we have paid the uin 
Ferthing, i. e. to all eternity: when thoſe who have made a mock ar ( 


Prieſts, ſhall find themſelves ar laſt the greateſt fools, and the moſt ſac 
cheated in the world; for God will then laugh at their calamity, and m 
whex their fear RF when it cometh as deſolation, and their aft 
Hion 2s a whirlwind, And fince they would not ſuffer his Mercy to reo 
over his Juſtice, nor cauſe any joy in heaven, as the Text mentions, ff 
their converſion ; his Jaſtice will certainly rejoyce over his Mercy, aff 
cauſe joy in heaven ( as it did at the fall of Babylon, which would net 
cured, Re v. 19. 1.) in their confuſion. And O that there were ſuch a hen 
in them, that they would conſider this betimes: that in the midſt of the 
carnal jollities bey would but vouchſafe one regard to what may hapf 
hereaſter, and what will certainly be the end of theſe things. For e 
the fruits of fin may ſeem pleaſant te rhe eye, and to be deſtreu, to 
ove ſeem wiſe and witty tothe world; yer alas, they are all but emty' | 
voſatisfactory at preſent, and leave 2 mortal ſting behind them, and'b# 
terneſs in the latter end; like the book St, 7% are,(Rev. 10. to.) wi 


a bitter. And tho God ſhould pleaſe at laſt to bring men back i in thil 
old age from their ſinful courſes, by a way of weeping, to pluck them 
Fre- brands out of everlaſting burnings ; ; yet if men confider how rare a" 
difficult a thing it is to be born again when vie # old, how many piny 
and violences to nature there muſt needs be, to pur off the habits and i 
chjnations to old ſins: as diffcuſt (faith the Prophet) as for rhe Label 
to change his ſpots, or the Et hidpian his sRin ; aud then when that's 
what ſcars and weakneſſes even'a Cure mult leave behind, I fax; he-th 
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gbteouſneſs unto holineſs, 1 on 1 


erſon alſo, by my mouth; bring dead yot fpeaketh; for as St, Paul ſcem'd: 
0 go 
the w; 
Ng us 
Goſpel 


iferings, yet ſeems hugaly Jefirous that one might be ſem from the dead 
t plate of torment: ſo chis Illuſtrious Convert, after God had open d 


Phy, 


but obliged, and the better qualified for fuch'a charitable work. 
if thel Now theſe eſpecially I wonld beſeech, 1d the Minifter of Chriſt, and as 


ch, the are revi ied we bleſs, tho woe are defirmedave imtres, to ſuffer 
Br word. of £xhovcarion, that they vou not terminate their eyes upon 


„ nale durwurd pomp and pageantry that atrende them, as the vulgar Jews did 
y u their Rites and Oer ies; but (asthe wiſer Iſraelites, ho eſteem d 
1d ole glitrering formalinies'agthe Ty pes and Itnages of hervenlythiugsi) he 


much were it to be wiſh'd, that fuch-perfons efpecially would be fol- 
ders ofiGod ofs,: ſiner whether they will or no men will be fol- 
ers of them; all of them according to their reſpective magnitudes, like 
art, caſting a good or bad influence upon their inferiors, and nat only ſo, 
Javuſtent! per iors tod; as the corrupt blood in the feet in 


mes upon ther ſuper 
8 mean condition is free; but the God of order, who has made dignity» in 


volle Grace God, if they are careful to improve it, will much * = 75 


en. 197 21h a E A» 
If then there be any the alas that neod not be asked) that have made 
ved, grearneſs of their Wit, or Birth, or Fortune, inſtruments of iniquity 
better (ff , let them now convert them, in their own convertion, to that 
ginal noble uſe for which God intended them, wiz, to be inſfrumeuts 


To thefe eſpecially that are thus great, vot onely God, bus thig great x 


his brethren, that he might ref fie unto them, left they alſo come into,” 


— 


Wvickned by rhem to the awubition of original! honours, and future glory. 


e courſe! of its cireulacion; after ſome time paſſes upwards into the head. 
It is true, and eminent ation is liable to ſeveral miſchiefs, from which. . 


ace, and affluance of riches neceſſary to the vorld, has proportion'd his 
10 pports: and if the incitments to ſin do abound unto the rich and noble 


| daily repentance for leſſer tailings, then to ventureſupon one ſngle | | 


ore &fpeciaily concern d for his brethren and kinfmen according to tb 
h; and even the rich mam in hell; tho fofficiently diſtracted by bis. o. 
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others: but then he was ſincerely virtuous all thewhile; as wellwhilt | 


, -28 by creating an awe and a reverence for them from all orders of nes 


underſtandings are ordinarily greater too : anch if they lie more open tot 


Iſaiah was Nephew. to a King, ande bred, as: is) ſu 
whence ve may obſerve his iyle is. more majᷣeſiithen the other: Paphet 


pers and ed ucations of men, to be aſſiſting to: ſupernatural purpoſes, | i; 
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Bound, boti to Gods glory and their own, Thus if the temtations 60 


beat the head of a miſerrble company oc the Nama'd 4! e ng 


of attaining the never fading honours and incomprehenſible glories of cha 
Kingdom vhich is above; here, there ſhall be no more ſin, nor fioknels 
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perſons be more, and greater then thoſe of inferiors ; their abilities 


aſſaults of the Devil, they have: generally greater ſagacities to foreſce 
danger, and more powerful aſſiſtances to go through it. Nor. is fuety 5 
conſiſtent with.Greatneſs any more then it ib t¹ Pohcy, but is che bel 

foundation and ſecurity both: to the one and the,ather; The breeding 
Moſes ac Court, vithout doubt contributed much even to his Religious per 
t6rmances, at ſeaſt ſo far, as to make them mate nſeful and cxamp wry if 


put ed the Son of Pliaraoh s daughter, as al bras 8Oty 1 law, The Prop 
Nee the Cauft 


ad that of the great Doctor of the Gert iles i who: was: bred at theteer 
Oumaliel, is then the other Apoſtles;| God making uſe of the naryrahiteni 


we findiChiiſtians in, Ceſar's houſcheld as/foon as: aby where alfa 
Rome ; and when Chriſtianity! bad, once gain d Cds nt, Wee | 
ſelf farther'over'the Empire in a few years, then beſore & had dene 
ſome Centurzes : as waters running downwards ſpred themſeluts froh 
then v hen forced upwards againſt nature. dince then ſo much milehieh « 
pends upon Muſtrious examples, will it dot better become men to draꝶ i 
multitude aſter chem to heaven,” by their piety then by infoctioua N 


"Tis this pietyn a timely and examplary piety, that will e 
men of birth and fortunes, chers Honors, and heir lbates roo, -as well by 
deriving vn them the bleſſing of God, ho is the true founcain of honom 


even to maay generations; a” reverence which will be fre loan 
when all the trophies of wit and gaity are laid in the —— 
that will be the guide of their youth and the comfort of their a 9210 
length of days are in her right hand, and in her left: hand rie FR — 1 
bur. Tis this, and this only, that can make all outward bleflings i 
fortable, and indeed bleſſings torus, by making them che ſteps and mega 


nor pain, nor tears, nor death, but we ſhalt; reſt. from our labonta, 85. 

ohr works ſhall follow us. Lie 46 mail 10 fr 298011 Yo * | 
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Uato which God of his infiaite-mercy bring us, For. the g. 
the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt gur Saviour; to hom ich 
Holy Spirit, let us aſeribe all Praiſe. and Adoration; now 
Amen. n 1 ö NN Ginge 
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